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SOME OLD INDIANAPOLIS DOCUMENTS. 

MR. ALBERT JOHNSON, of Irving-ton, has in his posses- 
sion a mass of papers dating back to the early twenties, 
and belonging originally to his father and grandfather, who 
came to Indianapolis soon after its founding. These are legal 
documents, receipts, orders and miscellaneous scraps, which, be- 
sides the many autographs, have an interest because of little 
sidelights they throw on the transactions and primitive business 
methods of our earlier days when money was scarce and a system 
of payment in commodities more or less necessary. The fol- 
lowing are samples: 

"On demand, I promise to make for Jeremiah Johnson, or or- 
der, four pair of good shoes, two pair of coarse, strong shoes, 
two pair, if wished, fine shoes — (?) and bound. Witness my 
hand and seal, this 21st day of September, 1824. 

"Samuel Johns." 

"Mr. James Cooley please pay to Jeremiah Johnson, the 
bearer of this, ten pairs of coarse shoes agreeable to our agree- 
ment. * * * William Kennard." 

"June 21, 1822." 

"Mr. William Bay — Sir: You will please to pay to Jeremiah 
Johnson 157 bushels of sound corn on my account. 

"John E. Baey." 

"Ten days after date I promise to pay to Jeremiah Johnson 
100 pounds of good merchantable wheat flour. 

"Isaac Cool." 

The following itemized bill gives an idea of the then market 
prices of various commodities: 

4 lbs. coffee $1 00 

X lb- tea 31X 

4 lbs. sugar 50 

1 lb. wrought nails 31X 

200 segars 50 

50 lbs. biscuit 2 50 

1 bushel meal 25 

3 lbs. butter 18^ 

1 peck salt 25 

1 augur 50 

2 lbs. nail 25 

Cable (boat rope) 1 32 
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The legal instruments and forms were pretty nearly as crude 
as those used in private business. The official reports of the 
county officers were written on ordinary sheets of writing- paper, 
distinguished only by a faint, half-legible seal, and the tax re- 
ceipts were on ragged scraps of sheets, printed, when printed at 
all, in a style that would, at the present day, excite the derision 
of an apprentice in a country office. A manuscript tax notice 
written by Jeremiah Johnson when he was collector for Marion 
county states that "I will receive taxes at my house on Penn- 
sylvania street, in Indianapolis, until the first day of July next," 
after which date "two per centum commission will be added to 
the amount of each person's tax." An interesting glimpse of 
the county revenue from taxables is given by a document which 
is worth giving in full: 

"The State of Indiana, Marion County. 

"This certifies to the treasurer of Marion county that Asa B. 
Strong, collector of the revenue of said county for the year 1833, 
is chargeable for county purposes with — 

1,740 polls at 37^ cents each $ 652 SO 

1,839 horses at 12,!4 cents each 229 87.S 

564 oxen at (>% cents each 35 25 

86 silver watches 21 50 

4 gold watches 2 00 

25 brass clocks 12 50 

1 two-wheeled pleasure carriage 1 00 

4 four-wheeled pleasure carriages 6 00 

Stud horses 51 00 

Resident town lots 165 65.5 

Non-resident town lots 57 83 

6,325 82-100 acres first-rate (resident) land at (40) . . 25 30.3 

80,132 80-100 acres second-rate (resident) land at (30) 204 39.8 
10,814 .06-100 acres third-rate (resident) land at (20) 21 62.8 
1,538 95-100 acres first-rate (non-resident) land 

at (40) 6 15.5 

26,694 78-100 acres second-rate (non-resident) land 

at (30) 80 08.02 

782 acres third-rate (non-resident) land at (20) 1 56.4 

Road tax on non-resident land 87 80.1 

Total $1,689 94.1 

"In testimony whereof, I, James M. Ray, clerk of the Marion 
Circuit Court, do hereunto set my hand and seal of office this 
May 15, A. D. 1833. Jambs M. Ray, Clerk." 
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An amusing - sample from the collection is an invitation to a 
social function sent out by Governor Noah Noble. Typography 
as an esthetic art seems to have been unknown in the West in those 
days, and this, set up in big- body type, is printed haphazard 
somewhere near the middle of a generous sheet out of all propor- 
tion as to size and margin. It evidently was an eatablished 
form with the Governor, for his name is affixed in type instead of 
chirography and the blanks left for date and hour are filled in 
by his hand. It reads: 

"Indianapolis, December 16, 1834. 

"Sir — You are requested to unite with gentlemen of the Leg- 
islature and others in a social party at my house on Wednesday 
evening, S o'clock. N. Noble." 
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From Paper read before the Indiana Centennial Association, July 4, igoo. 

I CAME to Indianapolis with my father's family on the 21st of 
June, 1821, being then a boy in my fifth year. The family 
had lived in Vincennes several years before that time. Our 
voyage here was in an Olean Point flatboat. We went down the 
Wabash to the mouth of White river and came up to Indianap- 
olis, the boat being poled along up the stream the entire way. 
I think, from what I have heard, that as much as three weeks 
were occupied in the journey from Vincennes. My father and 
Mr. Burke pushed the boat up-stream. 

There were eighteen houses here at that time, all cabins. 
They were built along the bank of White river, extending about 
from the place of our landing to a point near where the Vanda- 
lia railroad bridge is situated. Among these eighteen famlies I 
remember John and Michael and David Van Blaricum, Daniel 
Yandes, Dr. Isaac Coe, John McCormick, Isaac Wilson, a Mr. 
Concord, Bethuel Dunning, the ferryman, Obadiah Harris, a 
Mr. Frazier, Jeremiah Collins and a Mr. Keeler. 

The White river bridge was built in 1832 and 1833. The fine 
poplar timbers of this bridge where whip-sawed on the bank 



